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9 1 \ ligion, and art not furniſhed with 
885 better than what this little Book 


N 


2 2 55 may afford thee, do not content 


thyſelf with once or twice read- 


ing it, but read i it Over a great many Times; % 


and if there be any Paſſige in it which ſeems 
doubtful or difficult to thee, propoſe it to the 


| Miniſter, or to any other diſcreet, and well 


inſtructed Chriſtian, that he may explain it to 
thee; and never leave off till thou art arrived 
to a clear Knowledge and ready Remembrance 


of all the Things that are therein contained. 


And when thou art thus far grounded in the 


| Knowledge of Religion, ſet thyſelf to the di- 


ligent Reading of the Holy Scriptures, and. 
ſuch other Books as may farther improve 
iy ſtir thee up to the, 
diligent Practice of it. If ye know theſe Things, 


happy a are ye if ye do RO en xili. tA 
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7 0 2 many there are e of thoſe that 
Je, Profeſs Chriſtianity, whounderſtand 
29) 858 but very little of the true Deſign and 
[7 82 Purport of it; and while they are 
VF acquainted with that which 
ought to be the Rule of their Faith and Afions, 
it is not to be windered, that their Opinions 
ars abſurd and ſooliſb, and their Lives wicked. 
Many good Sermons are preached, and Bocks 
_ publiſhed, for the Inſtruction of the People: But 
as a Lefture (However learned and rational) in 
any Art or Science, is not to be underſtood by any 


Man who is not firſt made acquainted with ih? 


gene al Syſtem of it ; ſo Sermons and other eæcel- 
| tent Diſcourſes are but left to abundance of Men, 


fer want of their being before-hand carefully 
grounded in the Knowledge of thoſe Things which, 


generally, all Chriſtians do agree in. 

I grant, indeed, that ſuch Things as theſe, Men 
ought to have learned by attending en the Work 
of Catechifing in their Younger Days: But where 
they have neglected this ſo neceſſary a T bing in 


their Youth, weougbt, in Charity to their Souls, 
10 
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| to uſe the beſt and eaſieſt Method we can, 10 
| bring them to it in their riper Years. 

It has been the Judgment of ſome wwiſe and 
learned Men, that the moſt effeftual May, under 
Ged, to bring all Chriſtian People to a true and 


| profitable Underſtanding ef, and Steadineſs in. 
— . J Lo er Religion, would be, to have a Sett of plain 
| and ſhort Diſcourſes conpeſed, equal in Number 4 

54 | 70 the Sundays in one Y ear, and plainly, and 
| a | fully containing the whole Body of Chriſtianity , 

5 and to have one of theſe Diſcourſes read every 
an Lord's Day in each Chriſtian Congregation, and 

| nf | ſo to continue from one Year to another: And if 

Lin | Men could be content with wholſome Inflrufion, 

%% gend were not ſo firangely fond of Novelty, of 
11013 i Fancy, and Variety of Exprefſicn, I think indeed 

ked, Phat a better Way thanthis could not be contrived. 

Books And this very Thing brought it into my Mind, 

But if anyreaſonable Draught of thewboleChriſ- 

4 in an Religion could be made in very plain Lan- 

Yy 0) Lnage, and brought within the Compaſs of ent 

ib th: Hours reading: Such a little Sortof a Book being 

exce!- i put into the Hands of thoſe who have not Money. 
Men, 75 buy, or Leiſure to read, thoſe that are larger; 
refully and being often read in private by ſingle Perſons, 

which, N in Families, andin Engliſh Schools, and being given 

5 in Parcels to Boys at the Latin School to tranſ- 
e, Men lateas their Sunday s Exerciſe, might be of extra- 

: Work ordinary good Uſe, in order to the implanting and 

t where for ever keeping freſh in their Minds and Memo- 
wag . ries, ſuch orthodox and neceſſary Notions of the 
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Chriſtian Dofitine, as may always have a mcſkt 


vi PREF ACE: 
profitable Influence both upon their 'Faith and 
Practice. In Purſuance of which Deſign, I have 
' compoſed this ſmall Work; and ſhould be very 
much pleaſed if ſome judicious Perſon, who is a 
ſulficient Maſter both of Clearneſs of Thought, 
and Plainneſs, as well as Conciſeneſs of Expre/- 
Aion, would take the ſame Thing in Hand; who, 
I eafily grant, might perform it much better than 
4 have done. 
The Readeris 10 expert 21G * than a ge- 
ver al Account of the neceſſary Dofirines and Pre- 
Cepts of Chriſtianity : My Propoſals being only to 


give Men of a mean Capacity, a true Notion of 


tbeſe Things, by Way of a Foundation for farther 
Reuowledge. And for the more particular hand- 
ting of fuch Matters and Quotations of Scripture 
upon which they rely, I refer them to thoſe many 
Sermons and ot her excellent Diſcourſes which 7% 
have ſuch frequent Opportunities both of hearing 
and reading. I ſhall only add, that it may be 
| of good Uſe for a Man, as often as be intends to 
receive the Holy Communion, io read over this or 
fome ſuch other like Book, which may briefly put 
Aim in mind of all the Particulars of bis Duty; 
and ſo be a Help to him both in the recollefing 
of bis Sins, and renewing of his holy Reſolutions, 


| | G4 


WI 


2 H = 
* 


have 
very 
15 a 
ght, 
preſ- 
who, 
than 


ape- 
Pre- 
nly to 
ion of 
rther 
hand- 
pture 
many 
b they 
"aring 
2a be 
nds to 
His or 
fly put 
Duty : 
ledting 
alions. 


AN 


DO 


as - 


9888 3389888888889 


AN 


E 8 * A T 


Towards making the 


Knowledge of Religion 


1 1 * * 


To the meaneſt Capacity 3 


Being a ſhort and plain Account | of the 


DOCTRINES and RULES of 
CHRISTIANITY. 


SE 85 L L hot God requires aa any 
ih Man, in order to everlaſting 


Happineſs, is, Firſt, to believe 


N 2 thoſe Things which he has made 
known; which is called Fazth : 

Secondly, to live according to the Rules or 

Laws which he has given to us; which 

is called Obedience: And, 7. birdly, when a 


4 Man 
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Man finds that he has any Way broken the 
Law of God, to be ſorrowful for it, to confeſs 
it to God, to beg his Pardon for it, and dili- 
gently to amend it for the Time to come; 
which is called Repentance. Theſe three 
Things then, namely, Faith, Obedience, and 
$ Repentance, do contain the whole Subſtance 
| of the Duty of every Chriſtian. 
| I begin with the firſt of theſe three: And 
in order toenlighten the Mind, and ſtrengthen 
the Faith of a Chriſtian, 1 ſhall endeavour, 


_ Firſt, to ſhew what are the chiefeſt of thoſe 
Things which God has made known to Man- 
kind, in order to our Belief : And Secondly, 


what Grounds and Aſſurance we have, upon 
which to believe them. | 
As to the former of theſe, the Things made 


known by God to be believed by us, are 


-Chiefly theſe : 


Firh, That there is a God, who made-the 
has ghers and all Things therein 


Heavens, 
contained; and has diſpoſed all Things im that 
moſt uſeful and beat Order in wig they 
ſtill continue. That God is not a 
unto us, nor ſubje& unto any ſuch Frailties or 


Imperfections as we are: ButthatheisaSpirit, 


Eternal, without Beginning or Ending, moſt 
ö holy, juſt andtrue, moſt gracious and merciful: 

That he knowsall Things, can do all Things, 
|  andispreſentevery where, without beingcon- 
' fined to any Place. And although there nei- 
ther is, norcan be, morethan one God, yet in 


the 


dy, like 


are k 


made Eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity. 9 
the Unity of the Godhead or Divine Nature, 
there are three diſtin Perſons, of whom fre- 
quent Mention is made in the Holy Seri 


tures; and to each of whom both the Name 


and Attributes of God areoften aſcribed: The 


firſt of theſe Perſons is called the Father the 
© ſecond the Son, and ſometimes the Word; and 


the third the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit. And.this, 
in ſhort, is the Meaning of what we call the 
Doctrine of the Holy, Bleſſed, and undivided 
Trinity: Which is tobe received and believed, 
becauſe God has made it known to us; but 


, ought not. to be curiouſly pried into, becauſe 
ir is above our Underſtandingto comprehend. 


As long as we are here in the Body, we ſee 


| ſuch Things as theſe but as Fro a Glaſs dark- 

h; but when we ſhall be advanced to the per- 
fect State of the Bleſſed in Heaven, then we 
hall ſee Face to Face, and know even as alfo « we 
| are known, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 


To the firſt of theſe Perſons, namely, to 


the Father, the Holy Scriptures do more im- 
| mediately aſcribe the Work of creating the 
World by his Almighty Power, and of go- 
veraing and ordering it, and all eee in it, 


by his good Providence. 
As to the ſecond of theſe Perſons, wh 18 


called the Son, or the Word, we are taught to 
believe that he came down from Heaven, and 
took the Nature of Man upon him; and became 


Man for our Sake; like unto us in all Things, 
Sin only excepted: That he was conceived by- 
Az V 


10 The Knowledge of Religion 
the Power of the Holy Spirit of God, in the 
Womb of a pure Virgin, and born of her, 


whereby he became both God and Man in 
one Perſon, was called by the Name of Jeſus 


and Chriſt : And after he had lived a moſt pure 
and unſpotted Life, was falſely accuſed by the 


People of the Fews before Pontius Pilate the 
Roman Governor, and was put to the ſhame-_ 


ful and painful Death of the Croſs ; and that 
it might fully appear that he had ſuffered even 
unto Death, a Spear was thruſt into his Side 


while he was upon the Croſs; and after his 
Body was taken down, it was laid in a Se- 
pulchre, and continued there without Life 


until the third Day. 


Nou that we may underſtand how we are 


concerned in this Matter, we muſt here take 


Notice, that the firſt Man and Woman, Adam 
and Eve, whom God created at the Beginning 
of the World, and from whom all Mankind. 


are deſcended : This firſt Man and Woman, I 
ſay, ſoon after they were created, did commit 
a very great Sin, andhighlyoffended Almighty 


God, ineating of the Fruit of that Tree, which = 
God had poſitively andſtrictly forbidden them 
to eat, under the Threatning of a very great 


Puniſhment. By this Sin of theirs, their Nature 
became weakened and corrupted, and very 
much inclined to Sin and Wickedneſs. And 


| becauſe the Nature of the Children muſt needs 
be like rothat of their Parents, the Corruption 


of the Nature of theſe two Perſons, who were 
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made Eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity, 11 
the common Parents of Mankind, did com- 
municate an univerſul Corruption of Nature 
to all their Pofterity ; by which all Mankind 
has ever ſince been naturally inclined to do 
thoſe Things which Ged has forbid, and to 
leave undone thoſe Things which he has com- 


manded ; which Corruption of our Nature is 


what we commonly call * the Name of 
Original Sin. 

And beſides this Original Sin, there is no 
Man (except Jeſus Chriſt) whonaslivedtoſuch 
an Age, as to be capable of governing and 
managing hisown Actions, but what has com- 


[-- mitted many actual Sins and Tranfgre ſſions; 


upon both which Accounts we are al}, by Na- 
ture, rendered unfit for, and uncapable of, that 
Eternal Happineſs which God has provided 
for us; and alſo are become expoſed to the 
Wrath of God, and tothat eternal Puniſhment. 
which his Juſtice has prepared for Sinners. 
'This is the ſad and wretched Condition 
which all Mankind by Naturearein, ever ſince 


115 Sin of our firſt Parents. But notwithſtand- 


ing that Man has thus brovght himſelf into 


this evil State, yet God, in bis infinite Mercy, 
would norpreſently forſake, or wholly caſt him 
off: But was pleaſed againto admit us all into 
a Capacity of being reſtored to his Favour, 


and to that eternal " Happineſs i in the Life to 
come, of which our original and actual Sins 
had deprived us. And in order to this, he 
condeſcendedtoſcnd his Son into the Worldto 

A 6 take 
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12 The Knowledge of Religion 
take our Nature upon him, and to become our 
Redeemer: His Sufferings and Death being ac- 


cepted of by God, as a Sacrifice and Propitia- 
tion for the Sins of the whole World: For the 


| Sake of which, and of his moſt holy and un- 
ſpotted Life, God has been pleaſed to promiſe 
Pardon and Acceptance to all thoſe, who ei- 
ther before or fince Cbriſt's coming into the 
World, have or ſhall embrace the true F aith, 
| heartily repent of their former Sins, and care- 


fully lead their Lives according to the Laws 


and Aeneas arts of God. And this which 

Jeſus Chriſt has thus done and obtained for us, 
is commonly called by the Name of the Wark 
e our Redemptin. 


Furthermore, we are raught to believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt, after his Death, did deſcend into 


Hell, or for what Reaſon Chriſt did deſcend 
thither, there is no Reaſon why we ſhould 
trouble ourſelves with any curious Enquiry 


into this Matter. 
And after it had ſufficiently appeared, that 


Jeſus Chriſt was truly dead; upon the third 


Day after his Death he roſe again to Life, ap- 
peared tohis Apoſtles, and very many of his Dif- 


ciples, was ſeen and handled by them, and eat, 
drank, and converſed with them for the Spaceof 
no leſs than forty Days (that in that Time they 
nn ˖ © 
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But ſince God has not thought it ne- 
ceſſary in his Word to give a clear and diſ- 
tin& Account, either what Place is meant by 
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Multitude of them, he was openly taken up 


| at the Right Hand of God; where he continues 


| Concerning the third Perſon in the Holy 
| Trinity, who is called the Holy Ghoſt or Holy 


forth from them, did, in a wonderful Manner, 


of God; giving them Gifts and Abilities to 


taught and preached. And although the Mi- 


we aſſured, that where any Man, in an honeſt 


made Eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity, * 13 
his Reſurrection) after which, in the Sight of a 


and aſcended into Heaven, where he remains 
in the higheſt Glory; which is called //7ng 


for ever to make lnterceſſiog with God for us. 


Spirit, becauſe he works Holineſs in us, we are 


| taught to believe that, ſoon after Chriſt's Aſ- 1 


cenſion iato Heaven, the Holy Ghoſt being 
ſent by the Father and the Son, and coming 


deſcend upon the Apoſtles and Diſciples of 
Chriſt, enlightening their Minds, and opening 
their Upderſtandings, that they might under- 
ſtand the Holy Scriptures, and know the Will 


teach and preach the Goſpel with Truth and 
Power; and enabling them to ſpeak all Sorts 

of Languages, that they might inſtruct all the 
ſeveral Nations and People in the World; and 
giving them Power to work Miracles for the 
better confirming thoſe Things which they 


niſters and Preachers of the Goſpel do not 
appear in thefe Days to be endowed with the 
ſame miraculous Gifts and Abilities as the Apo- 
ſtles were (there being other ſufficient Means 
for the Inſtruction of the People, and Confir- 
mation of the true Faith and Religion) yet are 


and 
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and lawful Way, endeavours, with Sincerity 


and Diligence, to improve his Underſtanding, 


and increaſe his Knowledge in the Things 


that relate to God and Religion, for the Good 


both of himſelf and others; the Holy Spirit 
of God will not-be wanting to ſuch a Man, 
but will aſſiſt his pious and honeſt Endeavours, 


and will more and more enlighten his Mind, 


| thathemaygrowandincreaſein the Knowledge 
of thoſe Things which are neceflary both to 


And thus the 
Ghoſt is the immediate Author and 
Worker of thoſe Gifts and Graces within us, 


his own and others Salvation. 


which are neceſſary for the Edification, that is 
to lay, the Inſtruction, of all Chriſtian 5 


And whereas, by Nature, we ate all ot us 
inclined to Evil, and unable of ourſelves to 


think or do any Thing as we ſhould; the Holy 


Spirit of God, beſides the enlightening of our 
Minds with the Knowledge ot thoſe Things 
which are neceſſary toSalvation,does allo move 


and work upon our Conſcience, our Will, and 


Affections, in order to incline and bring us to, 


aud aſſiſt us in, the diligent and e ae Prac- 


tice of thoſe Things which God requires from 
us. And thus the Holy Ghoſt is allo the Au- 
thor of Holineſs in us (I mean, if we comply 
with his Motions, and do not reſiſt them); 


9 which 1 is called the Work of San&ification. 


he wholeCongregation of People, who,by 

the outward 1 Preaching of the Goſpel and the 
iaward Motions of the Holy Spirit, have been 
cailed 
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EX moting of true > Godknefs here, in order to Sal- 


is Chriſt the King and Head of his Church; 
and the very End and Deſign of Chriſt's calling 


is ſaid to be Holy, altho many Perſons who are 


{ Chriſtians, are for ever to be joined and unit- 


„ ð 


made Eaſy to the meaneſt day 15 


called and brought to receive and embrace the 
true Faith, and baptized in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; all theſe Per- 
ſons, I ſay, together with their Children, are 
called by the Name of the Churob of Chriſt. 
And as a Kiog is the Head of his Kingdom, fo 


and gathering his Church, being the pro- 
vation hereafter ; for this Reaſon the Church 


ungodly, may outwardly appear and profeſs 
to be Chriſtians, and hve in rhe viftible Com- 
munion of the Church ; as one that is a Rebel 
in his Heart, may yet pretend to be a Subject, 
and live in outward Society with thoſe wag 
are faithful ro the Government, 

Furthermore, As a Kingdom or Common- 
wealth, by its Laws and Conſtitutions, is but 
one Society, altho* evil Men may raiſe Fac- 
tions, make Parties, and cauſe Diviſions within 
it ; ſo our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus appointed and 
called but ove Church; in the Communion or 
Fellowſhip of which, all Saints, that is, all good 


ed, and to partake in common the Advantages 
3 Privileges which God has promiſed cothat 
Society; altho* by the Perverſeneſs of ſome, 
and the Miſtakes of others, this ſame Church, 
which ought to be entirely one both in Faith 

and Charity, i is divided into contrary Parties, 


which 
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which refuſe and. renounce Communion with 
one another. 

And whereas, before the coming of Chrif, 
the Church of God, that is to ſay, the People 


whom God had outwardly called, and made 


Hin ſelf and his Will known unto them by his 
revealed Word; whereas this Church, ] ſay, 

was then confined to one particular Place and 
Nation, that is to ſay, to the Temple of Jeru- 
ſalem, and the Children of Iſrael; Jeſus Chriſt 
has called all Nations and People indifferently 
Into his Church, offering the Advantages and 


P rivileges thereof, in as ample a Manner to the 


Gentiles as to the Jews; and accepting of true 
Faith, Repentance, Obedience, and Worſhip, 
alike in all Parts and Places of the whole 
World: Upon which Account the Church is 
called Catholic, that is to ſay, Univerſal. 

As there is a Covenant, that is to ſay, a mu- 


tual Agreement or Promiſe, made between a 
Huſband and his Wife, a Maſter and his Ser- 
_ vant, a King and his People: So, in like Man- 


ner, is there a Covenant made between God, in 
and through Jeſus Chriſt on the one Part, and 
the Church on the other. Every Member of 
the Church, for his Part, promiſes and engages 
to perform thoſe Things which God requires 
in orqer to Salvation, which, at the Beginning, 

1 told you, were Faith, Obedience, and Re- 
pentance: And God, for his Part, has promi- 
fed for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, that he will 

| give the Grace and Aſſiſtance of his en 
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Spirit to all thoſe who make a good Uſe there- 
of; that he will pardon the Sins of thoſe who 
| truly repent; that altho', when we die, our 
Bodies do return to the Earth, out of which 
they were taken, as our Souls do to God that 


gave them, yet a Day ſhall come, when this 


World ſhall havean End, and Fe/us Chriſt ſhall 
come to judge all Mankind ; at which Time, 
| the Bodies of all Men ſhall be raiſed again, 
and re- united to their Souls; and whereas they- 
| who have lived wickedly, and died impeni- 


tently, ſhall be condemned toeternal Torments, 
with the Devil and bis evil Spirits, who were 
caſt out of Heaven for their Rebellion againſt | 
God; they who faithfully and ſincerely per- 
form thoſe Things which God require, ſhall 


berewardedwitheverlaſtingHappineſsandJoy 


in Heaven, inthe Prefenceot God forevermore. 
And thus we have heard what are the chief 


| of thoſe Things which God has made known 


to Mankind, in order to our Belief; The next 
Thing to be conſidered is, what Grounds and 
Aſſurance we have upon which we may and | 
ought to believe them. 

And here, in the firſt Rare ame of theſe 
Things are to be believed, becauſe we are aſ- 
ſured of them by our own Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding. Thus, for Example, our own Rea- 


| ſon informs us, that the World was made and 


framed by Almighty God, becauſe we ſee ſo 
much Order, Beauty and Uſefulneſs in the 


nal, 
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nal, moſt Wiſe, Good, Ju t, Powerful, and Per- 


fect, becauſe he is the firſt Cauſe of all Things: 
That good Men ſhould be rewarded, and Wet: 
ed Men puniſhed, becauſe GodisGood and Juſt, 


Wiſe and Powerful, and that theſe Rewards 


and Puniſhments ſhall be diſtributed inthe Life 
which is to come, becauſe we very often ſee 


wicked Men proſperous, and good Men much 
afflicted, as long as they remain in this Lite. 


Theſe, I ſay, and fome ſuch Things as theſe, 
are abundantly taught us even by our Reaſon 
alone; and therefore ought to be received and 
believed, even tho' God had not made them 
Warner known unto us by any Revelation. 


But, we have a farther Ground to believe 


not only theſe and ſuch like Things as were laſt 
mentioned, but alſo all the reſt of thoſe Things 
of which I have been giving an Account; and 
that is, becauſe they are plainly contained in 
that Book which we commonly call the Holy 
Scripture; to which Book weoughttogiveCre- 


dit, becauſe the Doctrine which is contained in 


that Part of it which is called the New Teſta- 
ment, was confirmed, not only by the 8 
and wonderful Works, but alſo by the Dea 


and Sufferings, of Jeſus Chriſt and his Na, 
and many of his Diſcipl-s : And for the other 
Part of it, which is called the Old Teſtament, we 


- ought to give the like Credit to that alſo, be- 
_ cauſe Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles do ſo often 
in the New Teſtament give Teſtimony of the 


1 ruth of it, and aſſure us, that it, as well as the 


New, 
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New, was written by holy Men, who were 

inſpired by the Holy Spirit of God. 5 
And although the ſeveral Parts of this Holy 


Book were originally written in ſuch Languages 


as are not now generally underſtood by the 
common People; yet ſince God, in his Provi- 
dence, has all along ſtirred up the Spirits of ſo 
many Holy and Learned Men, to beſtow ſo 
much Care and Pains both in the keeping and 
preſerving, and alſo in the tranſlating and ex- 


| plaining, of this Book, and every Partof it; we 
may be very well aſſured, that if thoſe who 


are unlearned, do give themſelves diligently to 
the hearing and reading of it, in ſuch Lan- 
guages as they dounderſtand, andalſoarecare- 
ful to receive and follow fuch Inſtructions as 
godly Men, both by preaching and Writings, 
do give them out of it; God, who is good and 
merciful, will undoubtedly accept of them, 
becauſe that, | in this Caſe, they do all that is 
within their Power to do, and more cannot, 
with any Reaſon, be required from them. 
But if any Man ſhould here tell me, that 


ſome of thoſe Things which the Holy Scrip- | 


ture propoſes to be believed, are far above our 
Knowledge-and Capacity, and therefore that 


it ſeems impoſſible for us to give our Aſſent to 


them, becauſe we are not able to underſtand 

them: anſwer, that if any Man would per- 
ſuade me to believe a Thing which were plain- 
ly contrary to Senſe and Reaſon, and ſhould 
pretend that ic were revealed by God, I ſhould 
imme- 
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immediately, in ſuch a Caſe, refuſe to comply 
or yield my Aſſent, becauſe 1 am ſure that a 


good and gracious God will never require 
ch monſtrous and abſurd Things from his 


Creatures: He never will impoſe it upon us 


to believe that Bitter is Sweet, or Sweet By- 


ter; that Darkneſs is Light, or Light Dark- 


neſs; that what we ſee, and feel, and taſte, to 
be a ſmall Portion of Bread, is a Human Bo- 
dy; or that one and the. fame Body can be 
entirely in many, ſeveral, and far diſtant Places 
at once. Such Things as theſe, Iſay, lam ſure, 


God will never impoſe upon us to believe; be- 
cauſe he has ſo framed the Mind of Man, as to 
reject all ſuch Abſurdities and Contradictions 


as theſe, as ſoon as ever he hear them named. 


But as for Things which do not appear to be 
abſurd, but only are dark and obſcure, and 
not contrary to our Underſtanding, altho' it 


may be very far above it, if God has thought 
fit to declare ſome ſuch Things as theſe unto 


us, there can be no Reaſon hy we ſhould not 


giveCredittothem upon his Authority, A Man 


, Who is born blind, believes that there is ſuch 2 


Thiag 


as Light, (altho* he knows not what 
it is) l all his Neighbours tell him ſo; 
and if the Holy Scripture tells me that there 


are three Perſons in the Unity of the Divine 


Nature, and that the Divine and Human Na- 
ture are joined together in the ſingle Perſon of 
Chriſt, why ought I not to give my Aſſent to 
theſe Things, altho' I do not underſtand the 
Manner of 1 them? And 
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The Way whereby we come to know what 


the Laws of God are, is partly by our own 
© Reaſon, and more fully by the Holy Scripture: 
| Moſt of the Things which God commands are 
in themſelves ſo very reaſonable and plain, that 
they who have not the Light of his Word, 
may yet very eaſily know them, even by the 
| Guidance of their own Underſtanding; as will 
| preſently appear, when we come totakea View 
of the Particulars : And for the further direct- 
ing and aſfiſting cur Reaſon, as alſo for the 
| teaching us ſome Part of his Will, which 
| otherwiſe of ourſelves we could never come to 
know; he has given us a ſull Account of all 
his Laws in his revealed Word: And this is a 
| ſufficient Reaſon to oblige us to keep them, 
| becauſe he, who is our Creator and Redeemer, 
our Supreme Lord, our Maſter, and our 


Judge, requires it from us. 


Thechiefand moſtfundamentalof the Laws — 
of God (and under which all the reſt may be 


comprehended) are thoſe which are common- 
ly known by the Naweof the Ten Command- 


ments: But forthe more eaſy takingafull View | 


both 
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= And thus have I given ſome Account of 
at- the firſt Thing whica God requires from us; 
namely, to believe what he has made known, 
©” which is called Faith. | proceed therefore to 
the ſecond Thing which he requires from us: 
Which is, to live according to thoſe Rules or 
Laus which he has given us; l is called 
Obedience. 


1 


1 
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both of theſe and all the reſt of God's Laws to- q ſelves. 
gether, they are generally divided into three ven: 


Sorts; the firſt whereof contains all thoſe Laws heis m 


which teach us our Duty to God; the ſecond | | puniſh 


contains thoſe Laws which teach every Man of ther 


his Duty towards himſelf ; and the third con- afraid 


tains thoſe Laws which teach us our Duty to- Men ir 
wards other Men: Under which Diviſion, 1 in all! 


ſhall endeavour to give as ſhort, yet plain and our ſely 
comprehenſive, an Account as ] can of them. faithfu 
Firſt then, as for the Duty which we owe Streng 


unto God, the chief Parts or Branches of it are Temp! 
.  thele, namely, to acknowledge and believe all . thathe 
thoſe Things which he has made known (of and Al 
which I have already 3 To own that for us, 


whatever he commands or threatens is very tence ( 
juſt and fit: To hope for, and expect the Per- ble int 
formance of all his Promiſes to us upon thoſe iſ humble 


very Terms and Conditions that he has ſet deratio 


down; neither preſuming upon God's Mercy, own W. 
as if he would bleſs ds altho' we continue ourſely 


in our Sins; nor deſpairing of his Goodneſs Things 
and Fayour towards us, if we repent of them mands, 


and ſerve him faithfully: To love God above bearing 


all Things, becauſe he is ſo excellent and per- vidence 


fe& in himſelf, and ſo good and gracious to te & 


us; and to manifeſt this our Love towards IIe be fr 
him, by our earneſt Endeavours to do all Virtuea 


Things which may pleaſe him, and by ſtriving Know 


to enjoy and be with him, as much as we can Ness, an 


here in this Life, by Prayer and Meditation, 1 QUE. 
and allo in the Life to come, by preparingour- vt his W 


lelyes 


— 


— 
2X 
9. 


5 ven: To fear God abuve a Things, becauſe 
aws beis moſt Juſt and Poweriul, and will certainly 
ond puniſh us. for our Sins, it we do not repent 
lan of them, for which Reaſon, we ſhould be more 
on- IM afraid to offend him, than to diſoblige all the 


to. Men in the World: To put our Truſt in God 


1, 1 in all Manner of Danger or Diſtreſs, aſſuring 


ang | ourſelves, that if we continue to ſerve him 
em. | faithfully, he will give us Grace and Spiritual 
owe Strength, whereby we ſhall be enabled to reſiſt 
rare IM Temprations, andperformourDuty; andalſo 
e all chat he will either deliverus from the Troubles 


\ (of and Afflictions of this World, if he ſees it beſt 


that for us, or elſe will give us Strength and Pa- 
very WW tience to bear them, and make them ſervicea< 
Dor. ble in the End to our eternal Happineſs: To 
koſe humble ourſelves before God in a due Conſi- 
is ſer derationof his Greatneſsand Goodneſs, andour 
ercy, Non Weakneſs and Unworthineſs; ſubmittin 


tinde ourſelves to his holy. Will and Pleaſure; in all 


dneſs Things chearfully obeying whatever he com- 
them I 9408, and nor only patiently, but thankfully 


vc bearing whatever he, in the Courſe of his Pro- 


per- vidence, ſnall think fit to lay upon us; and, the 
us to more we are afflicted, endeavouring the more 


1 to be fruitful, and abound in all the Works of 
bo! ell Virtueand Piety; To honour God inwardly, by 
iving acknowledging hisinfiniteGreatneſsandGood- 
OR 4 neſs, and to expreſs this Honour towards him 
ation. Nin our outward Actions; coming to the Place 

| gon r. this Worſhip with Seriouſneſs, and behaving 


ſelves 5 „ 
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ſelves to be for ever kinny with him in Hea- 
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24 Tha Knowledge of Religion 
ourſelves there with Gravity and Decency ; 
paying a due Reſpect to his Miniſters for the 
Sake of their Function, being ready to contri- 
bute what in us lies to the Advancement of his 
Glory; employing his own Day in Works and 
| Exerciſes of Piety and Charity; Reading, or 
_ Hearing, or Meditating upon his Holy Word, 
and endeavouring to get the beſt Inſtructions 
Ve can out of it; giving due Attendance up- 
on, and Obedience unto, thoſe Ordinances 
which he has appointed, ſuch as Preaching, 
Catechiſing, Baptiſm, and the Holy Com- 
munion; often calling to Mind the Vow which 
we enter into atthe Timeofour Baptiſm, where- 
by we are admitted into the viſible Society and 
Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Church; and preparing 
ourſelves conſtantly and diligently, by Prayer, 
Meditation, Self. Examination, and Repent- 
ance, that we may be fit to come and eat of 
that Bread, and drink of that Cup, which Chr: 
has appointed as a Remembrance of his Death 
and Sufferings for us; and alſo as the Means 
whereby we partake of, and communicate in, th. I;1 
the Merits of his Paſſion; for which Reaſon it Ke . 
is called the Holy Communion; never mention- 604 
ing God's Holy Name but with Seriouſneſs I Herze 
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and Reverence; abſtaining from all vain, pro- 1970 
fane, and falſe Swearing, Curſing, and Bla-Y 7 


pheming; always making a Conſcience of ſ x 

performing faithfully whatever we have bound 18 
ourſelves to by an Oath, and never making a Which 
Jeſt or a By - word of any Thing that relates g N 


2h 


ncy ; God, or wherein Religion i is concerned : And 
Ir the aſt of all, to worſhip God both publicly and 
Mntri- {W privately ; that is to ſay, to praiſe him for his 
of his WW Goodneſsand Excellency; togive Thanks unto 


s and him for his Bleſſings, both Spiritual and Tem- 


g, or poral, which we have received from him; topray 
Vord, to him for all Things neceſſary both for our 
ions Souls and for our Bodies; ; to confeſs our Sins 
e up- unto him, and tobeg the Pardon of them from 


lances him; offering up all theſe our Devotions in the 


hing, Name and through the Mediation of 7efus 


Com- Chriſt our moſt bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. 
which MW Theſe, I fay, are the main Branches and fun- 


Ühere- 


ty and we muſt be ever careful and diligent to perform 
paring all theſe Things towards: him, ſo muſt we not, 
rayer, I *P22 this, Account, render this, or any Part of 

; he ſame Duty to any Thing or Perſon but to 
epent- : * 5 7 8 
eat of God alone. We muſt neither love, nor fear, 
Cbrit N n. hope, nor truſt in, nor honour, nor wor- 
Death ſhip, nor praiſe, nor pray to, any Saint or An- 
Means gel, Or Image, or any Thing whatſoever, whe- 
ate in, ther i in Heaven or upon Earth, in the ſame or 


-aſon k towards Almighty God; for God is a jealous 
a God, and will not endure any Rival or Com- 
oufnespetitor in that Love, Honour and Duty which 
Bua we owe unto him. 

a 5 T come now, in the ſecond Place, to thoſe 
i 8 1 Laws of God which concern the Duty of every 


Man towards himſelf : The chief Branches of 
Which. are theſe that follow; that 1 is to ſay, to 
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God, 
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damental Parts of our Duty to God : Andas 


the like Manner as we perform theſe Things 
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be humble in our own Thoughts, conſidering 


What frail and infirm, what! Ignorant and for- 


getful Creatures we are; not todeſire any Praiſe 


from Men, burtorefertheGlory ofevery Thing 
that may feem good in us, wholly and entirely 
to God, who is the Author of it; to be meck 


and calminour Temper and Behaviour, never 


ſuffering Anger, or any other Paſſion, to grow 
Jo ſtrong within us, as to make us either ſay or 


do any Thing that is unbecoming a Chriſtian; 


often © conſider and think upon our'State and 
Condition, with reſpect both to this World 

and that which 1s to come, that fo we may be 
always uponour Guardagainſt Temptationsto 

Sin; to be patient and contented in all Eſtates 
and Condhions of Life, as well in Sickneſs as in 
Health, in Adverfity as in Proſperity; neither 


murmuring nor repining at any Evil that be- 


fals us, nor envying thoſe who ſeem to be in 


a better Condition than we; not coveting or 
in the leaſt deſiring, eitber Riches or Prefer- 


ment, but as God ſees fit, and may conduce 


moſt to his Glory ; but always ſubmitring to 
the ſecret Hand and Directions of God's Pro- 
vidence, which is in every Thing that comes to 


paſsinthe World; tobediligentard induſtrious 


in improving ourſelves more and m ore in the 
Knowledge of Religion, and Practice of every 


Sort of Virtue; making the beſt Uſe we can of 
that Portion of Grace which we already have, 


that ſo more may be given to us; to be very 
chaſte and modeſt bothinour Actions, and alſo 
10 
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mourvery Words and Thoughts, avoiding not 


only all filthy Luſt and Uncleanneſs, but even 


all Manner of immodeſt Diſcourſe ; and mor- 


tifying and ſubduing all impure Deſires; to be 
moderate in Eating, Sober and Temperate in 


Drinking, not waſtingovermuchTimeinSleep 


or Idlepeſs, or any Sort of Recreations, much 


leſs in ſuch as are unlawful; nor beſtowing much 
Coſt in Apparel or Furn ture, or anyother Thing 


which ſerves only to pleaſe our Fancy, or gra- 


| tify our Curioſity but always making ſuch an 


Uſe of thoſe Creatures which God has given us, 
and thoſe Liberties which he has allowed us, as 
may tend moſt tohisGlory, theGoodof others, 


and.the Health and Welfare both of our Souls 


and Bodies. And this ſhall ſuffice for a brief Ac- 


cqunt of that Duty which every Maa, by God's 
Law, is obliged to perform towards himſelf. 


And now, in the Third Place, for that Duty 


which we owe to all other Men. By the Laws 
of God, we are obliged to love all Men what- 


ſever, (whether they are Poor or Rich, Low 
or High, Friends, Strangers, or Enemies) al- 
tho? not alrogether as well, yet as truly and ſin- 


cerely, without any Fraud or Diſſimulation, as 
we love ourſelves; and this our Love muſt ne- 


ver fail to be ſhewn, by our hearty Prayers 


for the Welfare of every Man, and our ſincere 


Endeavours to prevent his Hurt, and promote 
his Good, as far as we have Ability and Op- 


portunity for it; always remembering and tak- 
ing Cate, that in our doing Good unto one 


B 2 EET Man, 
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Man, we do not offer any Injury, or negle& 
any Part of that Duty which we owe unto 
another; but doing unto every other Man, as 
we ſhould judge it to be reaſonable and con- 
ſcionable for us to expect and defire, that they 
ſhould do by us, if we were in their Caſe and 
Condition. We muſt neither take away nor 
detain from any other Man, any Thing which is 
his lawful Right; but whatſoever is fairly due 
to him, either by the Laws of God, ot thoſe of 
the Land, or by any lawful Promiſe or Agree- 
ment made to or with him, muſt freely and rea- 
dily be rendered to him, without putting him to 

the Trouble of ſuing or contending forit: The 
Life of no Man muſt be taken away (except 
buy the lawful Authority of the Magiſtrate, or 

mm one's own juſt and neceſſary Defence) nor 
mult his Body be maimed or hurt, or his good 
Name injured or leſſened, either by raiſing or 
helping to ſpread any falſe or ill-groundedRe- as to d 
ports concerning him, or by publiſhing his I with. 2 
Faults or Failings, except in Juſtice and Cha- the . 

rity to others we become bound to do it: But, Þ any H. 

on the contrary, we muſt be ready, as we have made 
Opportunity, to contribute what in us lies, to Þ Schiſn 
preſervethe Life and Health, and good Name, perſect 
as well as the Goods and Eſtate of our Neigh- Þ ba rely 
bour, if they appear to be in Danger, either provid 
by any Accident, or by the malicious Deſign of Þ good, 
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Thoſe who are Poor, or 


f made Eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity. 29 
Wy, we muſt admoniſh ,adviſe, reprove, and ex- 
hort them for their Soul's Good: Nor may we 
E deceive any Man by falſe or equivocating 
Speeches, or by breaking ſuch Promiſes as we 
have made to him; but mult be true, faithful, 
[and ſincere in all our Converſation ard Deal- 
ing with all Men: 
in any Diſtreſs or Affliction, we are bound, to 


our Power, to relieve, help, and comfort; and 


altho Male factors may and muſt be puniſhed 


for the public God, for a Terror to others, 
and for the ſaving and protecting the Lives, 
| Eſtates, and good Names of honeſt Men; yet 
nothing of this Nature muſt be done either 


out of p private Hatred or Reſentment, or with 


| greater Cruelty or Severity than what the Law 


requires, and is neceſſary for the true End for 
which ſuch Puniſhments are or ought to be 
always deſigned. They who are under Errors 


<4 


as to Matters of Religion, ate to be argued 


with, and perſuaded for their Souls Good, in 


the mildeſt and moſt gentle Manner; norſhould : 


any Heat or Anger, Railing or Reviling, be 


F. uſe of againſt the greateſt Heretics or 


| Schiſmatics ; neither ought any Man to be 


| perſecuted or puniſhed. by the Civil Power, 


barely for his Miſtakes in Matters of Doctrine, 


| provided that he be peaceable, andhis Practice 
good, and that he neither attempts nor teaches 
any Thing which tends to the diſturbing of 


| the State, or to the debauching of the Morals - 


| of the People, They who, without aoy juſt 
* 


Cauſe | 


* 
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Cauſe are public Enemies to the State (whe: i 
ther they are foreign Foes or domeſtic Rebels) 
may be reſiſted, and, under the Commiſſion of 
_ lawful Authority, ſubdued by Force of Arms: 
And if a private Enemy unlawfully aſſaults, or 
any Way endeavours to injure any Man in his 
Perſon, Goods, or good Name, it is lawful 
for the Perſon who is thus aſſaulted or injured 
to ſtand up in his own Defence, as far as the 
Juſtice and Exigence of his Caſe requires, 
But when we have thus done all that is neceſ- 
ſary, or that we are able honeſtly to do, for the 
| Preſervation of ourſelves or the Public ; we 
muſt not proceed farther out of Hatred or Ma- 


I .sce to do any Thing merely to vex, or grieve, 


or hurt, even the greateſt and moſt implacable 
Enemies: But on the contrary, having fo 
ſecured ourſelves, as that they can do us no 
Hurt, we muſt always be ready to do them 
all Manner of Good that is conſiſtent with our 
own neceſſary Safety, and with that Duty 
\ which we owe to the reſt of Mankind. Huſ- 
bands muſt love their Wives with a moſt ten- 
der Affection; of which they muſt give all the 
Proof they can in all their Actions : And 
Wives mult in like Manner love and alfo be 
obedient to their Huſbands, and each of them 
muſt be ſtrictly Juſt and faithful to the other 
in all Things. Parents muſt honeſtly endea- 
vour to provide for their Children, and to 
teach and breed them up in ſuch a Manner as 
* be beſt both for their Souls and Bodies, 
diligently 
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| made Eafy to the meaneſt Capacity. 31 
diligently and tenderly watching over them, 
to keep them from all Harm, countenancing 
and encouraging them in every Thing that is 
good; and reproving, and ſometimes correct- 
ing them, but without Bitterneſs or Paſſion, 
8 when they find them given to any Thing that 
is evil. Maſters and Miſtreſſes muſt be juſt and 
merciful to their Servants, and Servants muſt 
behave themſelves not only with Faithfulneſs 
and Diligence, but alſo with Obedience and 
| Reſpect towards their Maſters and Miſtreſſes. 
The Paſtors and Miniſters of God's Church 
| muſt be exemplary in their Lives, diligent and | 
| induſtrious in their Teaching and Preaching 
| of wholſome and uſeful Doctrine, and admi- 
niſtring and diſpenſing of all the Ordinances 
of God, that they may, as much as in them 
lies, promote the Salvation of the Souls that 
are committed to their Charge: And the Peo- 
ple, on the other Hand, muſt pay a Reſpect 
to their Paſtors and Miniſters, for their Work 
and Function's Sake; giving as conſtant and 


reverent Attendance as they can upon all Holy 


| Offices, and carefully hearkening to, and put- 


ting in Practice, all ſuch wholſome Directi- 
ons and Inſtructions, as they do or ſhall receive 


from them. And laſtly, all Magiſtrates and 


Rulers, in their ſeveral Stations, muſt govern 


the People that are under them, according to 


the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Land, ad- 


miniſtring Juſtice with Diligence and Diſ- 
patch, and without Fear, Favour, or Affection, 
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of or to any Man; only always tempering (as He Fa 
much as in them lies) the Rigour and Seve- 1 1 
rity. of human Laws, with that Equity, Mo- Lara £ 
deration and Mercy, that the Law of God Ml © . 
requires, and is conſiſtent with the public oh 
God. And the People, on the other Hand, TC 
muſt behave themſelves towards the Rulers ; f 1 78 
with Honour and Reverence to their Perſons, “ oY 8 
and Submiſſion and Obedience to their lawful paß 9 
Authority, making Conſcience of performing of 117 ö : 
whatever the Law of the Laad requires, ex · Nor h 
cept it ſhould fo fall out, that ſomething is on, 
thereby commanded, which is evidently con- | ear 
trary to God's Law: There being nothing lfal far 
elſe that can excuſe a Subject from giving [0 
Obedience to the Laws and Conſtitutions of Ak fv 
that Government under which he lives, except W * 
he can make it appear, that God himſelf re- this. it 
quires the contrary from him. Jo, 2 
And thus I have done with the ſecond Thing | 8 
which God requires from us, which is Obe- ¶ Time . 


dience to thoſe Laws or Rules that he has nüt 

given us. I come now to the third and laſt Sober 2 
Thing that God requires from us, and that is eee 6 
Repentance; which, although it may be reck- pry . 
oned as a Part of our Obedience, becauſe it is ing Tim 


. Aa Thing commanded by God, yet ſince it has Wron 


an equal Relation to every one of the Divine 


whatſoe 

Laws, of which I have but now been giving Der 
: 

an Account, I thought it might not be im-. conch 


proper to reſetve it here to be ro of in theſe Re 
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Now, 


in the next Place, 1 


was Eaſy 10 FI meaneſ Capacigy. 3 
Now, when a Man has tranſgreſſed any of 


the Laws of God, and thereby made himſelf 
7 liable tohis Wrath Aücketer nal Damnation; the 
firſt Step that 
tance and Reconciliation with him, is to be truly 
ſorrowful for his Sins, wherebyhehasprovok- 
ed ſo Good and Gracious, fo Juſt and Power- 
tul a God, and run bimſelf into ſo great Dan- 


e muſt take, in order to Repen- 


er. But the Truth of this Sorrow is not to 


be judged of by the Violence or Paſſionateneſs 
of it; but that Man who has ſuch a due Senſe 
of bid Sins, as to be effectually moved thereby 
to for ſake and amend them; He, and he only, 
can be ſaid to be truly and acceptably forrow- 
ful for them. Now this Sorrow for Sin muſt, 
move himto make an humble | 
| Acknowledgement and Confeſſion of them to 
God: And that he may the better perform 
this, it is neceſſary, that he often examine his 
own Conſcience, and endeayour to bring his 
Sins to his Remembrance. 


a And at the ſame 
Time when he confeſſes his Sins, he muſt alſo 


[humbly beg God's Pardon for them for the 
Sake of Feſas Chriſt, who died for us; and muſt 
put on ſerious and ſtedfaſt Reſolutions that he 
will amend them, and lead a better Life for 
the Time tocome; and that if he has done any 
Wrong in Word or Deed to any other Man 
whatſoever, he will make Reparation and Re- 


ſtitution to him, to the beſt of his Power: And 
to conclude all, he muſt ſtrictly keep and fulfil 
wnele Relolutions when he has made them; or 

elſe 
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 elſeallthat hasgone before will ſignify nothing. 
For indeed Reformation or Amendment of 
Life is the only | Thing chat completes and 
wakes;up 


and plain Account of all that God requires 
as neceſſary to Salvation. And God: of his 
Mercy direct us to believe and practiſe ac. 


1. * 
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Lewie of ourſelves both at and after it. 


of the Church of Rome. 
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the, true Nature of Repentance. 
And thus I have endeavoured to give a brief 


cordingly, and grant that in the End, we 


may enjoy the Reward of all, even eternal 
OY rough: Jeſus, Chriſt our, Lord. 
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